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Questions for the 2nd Round-Table for Studying
Energy Situations

Yoichi Funabashi

(1) The China-Russia perspective

It appears that China-Russia relations around energy are
deepening, with such measures as a 40-year contract for natural
gas and a USD 20 billion investment from China in the Yamal
LNG project. At the same time, it appears that the China-Russia
relationship is set to see rising tensions through conflict over the
Arctic Sea route among others, and seems that it is essentially a
transactional relationship of convenience. How sustainable are
relations around energy, which appear to have a calming effect on
tension, and how could they deepen?

(20  The U.S. perspective

Under the shale revolution, the United States has lifted its ban
on oil and gas exports, and not only Japan but other countries
such as Lithuania are importing LNG from the United States.
What is the geopolitical impact of the United States becoming an
energy exporter? How do you expect the United States to use
energy exports in pursuing its national interest?

(80  The Middle East perspective

What will be the next Middle East flashpoint that generates
geopolitical instability? It seems that Saudi Arabia could be the
next flashpoint when one looks at its war in Yemen and the
severing of diplomatic relations with Qatar against the
background of the brash actions of the youthful Crown Prince
MBS among others?
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