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Our Purpose

The Vancouver Economic Commission’s (VEC) purpose
is to contribute to building a prosperous, inclusive, 
zero carbon and resilient local economy, competitively 
positioned in the global market.

Our Pledges to Vancouver

Local Focus,
Local support

Prioritizing 
Climate Action

Meaningful
Reconciliation

Prosperity 
For All1 2 3 4
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Our Focus



PROJECT GREENLIGHT

Region as a platform for Innovation





PROJECT GREENLIGHT

NEU Challenge

City of Vancouver 

Neighborhood 
Energy Utility 
(NEU) Challenge

• City of Vancouver launched the NEU challenge to 
help reach it’s 100% renewable target.

• Seeking new tech for low-carbon heat production, 
demand side management, operational efficiencies.

• 14 Companies applied  → Member shortlist: Jan.19 th 

→ Winner selected: March 2022.
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PROJECT GREENLIGHT

Open Call for Innovations

City of Vancouver 

Fleet, Waste, 
and Buildings 
Challenge

• City of Vancouver launched the Open Call 
challenge to reduce carbon pollution and 
fight climate change.

• Seeking new tech for solutions in the 
areas of transportation, energy, zero-
waste, and buildings and digital 
infrastructure.

• Currently open for applications, submit 
at any time



In support of Zero-waste 2040 

Goal: transform a former recycling 
receiving yard into an industrial-sized 
incubator and demonstration space to:

• Enable zero waste and clean technology 
companies to commercialize (e.g. gain 
partners, investment, customers)

• Increase green jobs

• Establish technologies that could be 
scaled up for City operations

• Reduce waste to landfill and incinerator

PROJECT GREENLIGHT

Upcoming Challenge for Innovations

City of Vancouver 

Zero Waste 
Demonstration 
Site



City of Vancouver 

Buildings, 
Energy and 
Transportation
Challenge

Buildings:
• Combined heating/cooling systems that 

work at an apartment-unit scale 
(heat pumps etc.)

• Building control systems

• Low embodied carbon insulation 
products (strawbale insulation etc.)

• Indoor air quality systems (high-quality 
HEPA set-ups).

PROJECT GREENLIGHT

Upcoming Challenge for Innovation



City of Vancouver 

Buildings, 
Energy and 
Transportation
Challenge

Energy
• Small-scale battery systems for buildings

• Demand-side management 
technologies / control systems.

Transportation
• ZEV medium and heavy-duty vehicles –

especially Cube vans, cherry 
pickers, garbage trucks, etc.

• Any electrified cycling systems 
e.g. cargo bikes

PROJECT GREENLIGHT

Upcoming Challenge for Innovation



PROJECT GREENLIGHT

How to Apply

1. Create an 
innovator account

2. Complete 
company profile

3. Submit online 
application

6. Refine and enhance 
your proposal

7. Execute and 
deploy solution

4. Engage 
with organization

Shortlisted companies

5. Pitch your solution to 
the organization 

www.projectgreenlight.io



PROJECT GREENLIGHT

Contact Us

Contact us to learn more:

John McPherson

Program Manager
john@projectgreenlight.io
+1(604) 336-8026

www.projectgreenlight.io

mailto:john@projectgreenlight.io


Dip into a rich innovation ecosystem 
to solve your toughest challenges

@ProGreenlight


